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Hello Ms Vanderslice, 

peter linenthal <ppotrero@pacbell.net> 
Thursday, July 05, 2018 12:38 PM 
Vanderslice, Allison (CPC) 
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I direct the Potrero Hill Archives Project. We've been collecting oral histories and really anything historic 
about our neighborhood since 1986. 

I'm looking forward to the Aug. I Historic Preservation Meeting which will look at the Potrero Power Plant 
site, but I want share some of my concerns first. 

I've talked with Associate Capital's Enrique Landa many times. I'm very pleased that plans are being made to 
preserve 'The Stack' and Unit 3. Adaptive reuse could transform Unit 3 into an interesting hotel. I don't believe 
the only way to preserve a building is to keep it exactly as it once was. If preservation includes alterations 
which make a historic building usable, great. There are so many examples of extremely successful adaptive 
reuse where the historic and modern parts of a building enhance each other. The Oriental Warehouse comes to 
mind. 

What concerns me very much is the future of a cluster of early 20th century historic brick buildings on the 
Power Plant site. They form a historic core, connected to the 19th century industries which began there: Dupont 
de Nemours powder plant, North's shipyard, City Gas Works, and Western Sugar among them. These buildings 
include Station A, the Gatehouse, the Gas Meter Shop, and the Gas Compressor Building. The last two are 
fenced off and almost completely hidden from view. I've been asking to take photos of them for months, 
without success. I'm sure I'll be able to eventually but it's hard for people to even think about them without 
seeing them. I'll attach a photo showing the north facade of Station A Is the small neoclassical building next to 
it considered part of Station A? It isn't indicated on the Planning Comission's map. That small building is a sure 
candidate for adaptive reuse. A section of the hidden buildings is at far right. 

The cluster of historic buildings at Pier 70, once separated from the cluster of brick buildings at the Potrero 
Power Plant site by Irish Hill, are undergoing preservation. The brick buildings at the Power Plant site are all 
that is left of the historic legacy of industrial development there and deserve the preservation and reuse Pier 70 
buildings are receiving. If Associate Capital is serious about preserving the industrial heritage of the site, 
preservation of these buildings is essential. 

all the very best, Peter Linenthal 
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